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To Ustaz Muhammad Zaida Taha with all due respect 
and gratitude 
"Raise your words, not voice. It is rain that grows flowers, 
not thunder.” 
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The Sammaniyya Sdfi order: 
The Sammaniyya is one of the most famous, Sdfi orders in the Islamic 
world. In its origins back to the tradition of the khalwatiyya Sufi order. The 
founder of the Sammaniyya Muhammad b. Abd al-Karim al-Samman 
(1132/1718 to 1189/1775). Al-Sayyid al-Smman was born at al-Madina 
al-Munawar, and he belongs to the family of our master Abu-Bakr 
al-Siddiq, the khalifa of the messenger of Allah. For the qutb al-Samman 
Khalwati sanad through the qutb Mustaf al-Bakri b. Kamal al-Din [1688- 
1748]. And another Qadiri sanad through the qutb Muhammad Tahir 


al-Kurdi. 
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Sammaniyya in Sudan: 

The credit to the arrival of the Sammaniyya fariga teachings into Sudan 

is attributed to the great efforts that led by the gnostic and the revivalist 

[Shaykh Ahmadal-Tayyib b. al- Bashir [1742-1824 ]. 
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Sammaéaniyya at Tabat: eiaaniati 
The widespread teachings of the Sammaniyya Qadiriyya tariga, on the 
western bank of the Blue Nile River, and the areas and villages south of 
Dender town, back to the efforts of the well- reputed Shaykh al-Sammani 
(Shaykh al-Bashir" (1850-1967 A.C ). 





Shaykh al-Sammani Shaykh al-Bashir 
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Masid of Omidan: wen Ey 
The founder of the village Shaykh [Omidan] al-Sammani did not stayed for 
long there, he left to his village that he named ‘Tabat’. It is his son Shaykh 
al-Bakri who came where the earliest imputes of the establishment of the 
village has started at his age this during 1940s. Shaykh al-Bakri married 
from the local inhabitant the righteous women our mother Batool bit Bala. 
Bala wad Ali is an influential figure among the Kawahala in the area 
However, in 1954 the blessed and righteous wali Shaykh al-Sammani was 
born. 
shaykh al-Sammani has initiated in the Sufi path under his father the 
gnostic Shaykh al-Bakri Shaykh al-Sammani. 
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His full name is Shaykh al-Sammani b. Shaykh al-Bakri b. Shaykh 
al-Sammani b. Shaykh al-Bashir b. Nur al-Daim b. the qutb Ahmad 
al-Tayyib b. al-Bashir the founder of the Sammaniyya Sufi order in 
sudan and Africa. He belongs to Jalaiyyun tribe, and his lineage ends 
with al-Abbas b.Abd al-Mutalib the prophet's cousin. 

shaykh al-Sammani was born at the village of Omidan in 1954. He 
received his basic and secondary education at Shaykh Hajo Institute as 
well as the Institute of Shaykh al-Sammani Shaykh al-Bashir. He was 
named al-Samman after his grandfather the knower of Allah Shaykh 
al-Samman w. al-Bashir (1850-1967). 
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The location and establishment: 
The village of Omaidan is situated at Sennar State, west of Sennar city, 
30km north of Dender. And it has been established by Shaykh 
al-Sammani al-Shaykh al-Bashir in 1920. 
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The people and their crafts : Oger 
The bulk of the people of the area are farmers, practice the traditional 
farming, depends on the rain downfall, in addition to that they practice 
animals rearing mainly goats and sheep. The tribes that inhabited the 
village are Khawalda, Kawahla and Jalaiyyun . 
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Previously Omaidan lacked the necessities for a dignified life of its people; there 
was no school, no water supply and no health centre. But with the presence of 
al-Samman and because of the great efforts that he has exerted, the situation 
in all its aspects started to change. However his appearance at this small village, 
which lies on the eastern bank of the Dender river, is considered an expansion 
of the previous efforts led by his forefathers in changing, and hence the 
spreading of the true message of Islam and tasawwuf. The spirit of change in 
that society began when a primary school for both boys and girls was opened in 
the year 1986. What distinguished the early batches of this school was that 
students successfully had linked the memorization of the Qur'an and the 
subjects that were taught at the school. This happened by dividing their time 
between the school and the masid, where there is the khalwa in which they 
learn and memorize the Our an: 
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Al-Samman’s personality : 

Many factors lie behind the dominance and 
the successful spread of the Sammaniyya 
Qadiriya tariga, at Dender area, among which 
is the personality of the Shaykh himself. To the 
local people Shaykh al-Samman the living 
example to the true gnostic and guide, a man 
of piety, the one with the straightforwardness, 
the righteous, God-fearing, the courageous, 
the generous, piety and righteousness, the 
man with karamat for Allah [sw] has run under 
his hand innumerable occurrence of karamat 
which come to play an important role in 


attracting many people to the fold of the fariga. 
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The village of Omaidan distinguishes as an enlightened Sdfi and religious 
centre, for it joins the masid of Shaykh al-Sammani b. Shaykh Al-Bakri b. 
Shaykh al-Sammani b.Shaykh al-Bashir b. Shaykh Nur al-Da'im b. 
Shaykh Ahmad al-Tayyib, the Sammaniyya Tayebiyya Shaykh . The tariqa 
in which the bulk of the people of the area, Arabs and Fulani have joint, if not 
all of them. It could be said that the whole of the village, is found in the 
masid, which its prominent institution, and that one of the Rufa’a and 
Dender villages at large. Hence, and because of the masid the village 
gained its fame, not only on the western Sinnar and Dender localities, but in 
the whole State corners . 
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The masid :‘ 13 po & 2 Se 
This masid deems a cultural social hotbed, through it the inhabitants of the 
area, of Arabs and Fulani interact, and in it, all the ethnic, linguistics, 
religious and economical differences fading away, so this masid is a focal 
point for their interaction. Like the other of the most of the Sudanese 
villages, which come to base on in its establishment on Sdfism, the masid 
here is the first nucleus, of which the current village based on. 
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Rites of initition of some murids as shaykhs in the tariga 
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Preparation of food to the visitors and murids at the masid 
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The Shaykh’s doctrine: 
The doctrine that Shaykh 
al-Samman has followed is that 
one of his righteous predecessors. 
It is the Sammani Qadiri doctrine 
which known with its simplicity. It is 
the doctrine that suits that nature 
of the people of the area who are 
farmers and animals rearing. The 
doctrine is based on preforming 
awrad, and adhkars, sincerity, 
get iim and deed. 
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The number 151: 


This numbers which is seen in the attire of the murids of the tariga 
[patchwork], in fact represent what is known as ‘Hsab al-Joomal’ which is a 
science used by the Arab grammarian, to indicate the joining between the 
numbers and letters. 

According to this science the name ‘SAMMAN’ comes as follow: 


N= 50 
The total number is 151 
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The number 263: Pues 
This number is also used abundantly by the murids of the tariga 
Sammaniyya of Omidan. According to ‘Hisab al-Joomal’ it indicates to the 
name of ‘AL-BAKRI ’ as in the formula bellow: 
A= 001 
L= 030 
B= 002 
K = 020 
R= 200 
l= 010 
The total number is 263 
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The ladder #: SPN Ge lel 
This symbol which also could be seen by the murids of the fariga as in their 
(II el ~..) attire is known as ‘the ladder of Shaykh Ahmad _ al-Tayyib 
Shaykh Ahmad al-Tayyib is the founder of the Sammaniyya Sadff order in 
Sudan and Africa, is the grandfather of Shaykh al-Sammani Shaykh 
al-Bakri of Omidan centre. 
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The red colour: 
What is also distinguished the murids of this Sammani centre is the red 


colour. The usage of this colour is rampant here in the masid of the fariga . 
It is clear in the murids patchworks. 
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Daily there is a remarkable religious activity, started early in the morning 
with the performance of Ahmad al-Tayyib b, al-Bashir’s litany [ratib 
al-Sa’ada], in addition to the tariga’s awrad and remembrances. Also, in 
the after Magrib’s prayer ratib al-S’ad moreover with the tariga’s awrad 
moreover performed. Reviving the two nights of Monday and Friday 
with madih. And of the weekly occasions that is also revive is the 
recitation of imam al-Baraznji on the prophet Muhammad birthday. In 
addition to that and before sunset the murids gather also to revive the 
Friday's evening with dhikr. 

And of the most important religious festivals at the masid of Shaykh 
al-Sammani at Omidan is the reviving of the third days of Eid al-Fitr and 
Eid al-Adha. During these days the murids as well as the lovers of the 
ohaykh flock to masid from all corners of the country. Adhkar and 
litanies performed in congregation and individual, in addition to the 
Madih, sessions and circles of dhikr. The days conclude on the third 
day on what is Known as ‘the conclusion of dhikr’, in a scene rare to be 
found in our time. 
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The late eulogist Muhi Adin al-Amin al-Sadig 
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Al-Mawlid: Pp a el Bl 3 A a: 
Moreover of the big religious festivals that the Sammaniyya of Omidan 
concern to the give the utmost care and concern is the prophet's birthday. 
With the other Sufi orders at al-Dinder, the tariqa every year comes to 
commemorate the anniversary from the first day of Rabae al-Awal to the 
12th night. The tariqa has remarkable presence and the biggest tent in the 
mawlid square at al-Dinder. Lectures, remembrances, recitation of the 
prophet biography, in addition to circle of dhikr and Madih,’s sessions used 
to be held moreover, food and drink used to be offered to the visitors every 
day. The festival of Dinder coincides also with another one at the premises 
of the tariga at Omidan. 
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The Islamic Complex of Shaykh 
al-Sammani at al-Dinder 

This complex which has been 

in 1986 and inaugurated in 2011 
generally is one of the biggest 
Islamic at Sennar State and 
Dinder in particular. It is located in 
central of the city; it considers 
outstanding scientific _ institute 
based on the service that provides 
to the society. 
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This centre is part of the Shaykh al-Sammani Islamic complex at 
al-Dinder. This centre aims to achieve the memorization of the holy 
Quran for female students [women, youth, and children]. The study 
starts with the memorization of short surahs, with the focus on Tajweed, 
as well as the knowledge of rulings, aiming the reach to the authentic 
correct recitation or reading, and then the full memorization to the whole 
Book, or even a memorization portion of it. 
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The centre also provides lessons on figh, in addition to the prophetic sirrah, 
moreover, the setup of sessions of sending blessing upon the messenger of 
Allah, every Thursday per week. Adding to that the festival of religious 
occasions such as the messenger’s birthday, the night of 27" of Rajab, and 
the night of 15" of Shaban. 

Also, there are lectures that used to be held every month focusing on 
commanding for the good virtues and prohibiting the vices. 
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The Quranic khalwa: 
In fact the mosque, tekkee and khawla were the basis in every Sufi 
masid . However, Masid of Shaykh al-Sammani Shaykh al-Bakri here at 
Omidan, north of Dinder town is not an exception, for the khalwa, this an 
ancient educational institution has been set up during the earliest years 
of Shaykh al-Sammani’s at the carpet of the fariga as Shaykh and guide. 
Thus, the khalwa has also played and still does significant in the 
eradication of ignorance and illiteracy in the area. 
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The school: 
The kind of education that the khalwa’s students received of education 
could described as religious learning, neither a learning nor education as 
the concept of modern education. Because of this we find that Shaykh 
al-Sammani shayakh al-Bakri has founded a primary school to represent 
the pattern of the regular modern education, this was in 1986 therefore, the 
establishment of this educational institution has raised the awareness 
among the inhabitant here as well as has combated the ignorance and 

illiteracy , 
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shaykh used to spend on the school staff, in addition to their 
accommodations . 
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The water well: tA) Ow JS oh 
And of the basic services that the Shaykh has provided to the people of the 
village is set up of water well. previously, at the beginning of the village 
foundation the source of the drinking water is the Dinder River, and then 
and for many years, Shaykh and the villagers here were depend on the 
water drinking supply on machine pumps. In 2012 new water well was 
made. 
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The health centre: Fig temas are 
And one of the living contributions that Shaykh al-Sammani has achieved is 
the establishment of the health centre. The centre has provided noble 
service to the entire area, mainly during the rainy season, and in this 
concern the nearest place of medication is not less than 60 kilo in 
non-paved ways. 
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The hospital: 
Through the efforts of his student Ustaz Muhammad Zaida Taha, the 
remarkable social role of Shaykh al-Sammani Shaykh al-Bakri continues, 


for the preparation for the establishment of hospital caries the name of 
"Shaykh al-Sammani Rural Hospital" has been made. Omidan Rural 
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Hospital which is the first of its kind in the area of the west of Dinder 
excepted to make great changes in the lives of local inhabitants in the entire 
area, putting into consideration the wide scattering of the people there. 
These areas and for hundreds of years lack the health services that 
provides for its people. So, thousands of human lives have passed away 
mainly the pregnant women, and that for the lack of the basic needs of 
medication mainly. Thanks to the great and giant efforts led by Shaykh 
al-Samman to the locals. 
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language from University of Khartoum in (1999), and higher diploma in 
English language teaching (2002) from the same University. Awarded MA 
in teaching English as foreign language (2004) from University of Juba. 
Worked at the University of Dongola (2004-2008), Gezira University 
(2009-2015). And now (2021) is a member staff at the department of for- 
eign languages, College of Arts & Humanities, Al-Baha University in Saudi 
Arabia. 
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